The Magpie’s Compliant — Writing Challenge Sept 2019

Back in February 2019 I joined the Writers Plot Readers Read writing group which was hosted by the
Writers Plot Bookshop in Upper Hutt New Zealand. The first writing challenge | encountered, lead to the
short story “The Language of Flowers”. Later in the year we were issued with a new challenge. This was
to write a story from the point of view of another character from one of our previous stories. By this time |
had several stories under my belt but didn’t think that re-writing them from a different character’s perspective
would do the stories any favours. The quandary was; what to write? Then it struck me. How would a
character in a story feel if they were written out? During my initial planning and first drafts of “The Language
of Flowers” | had a Magpie character. As the story evolved | couldn’t get this character to work and so left
them out of the story. | was sure the magpie would be pretty pissed off by this and so | annotated the original
story plan, added sketches, then had the magpie write a complaint letter.
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Story Pla n Dance with A Pen

John, I'm only dancing
' Ared A
| have no idea what this is )

Gf it was Christmas I'd understand) /
A cloth shopping bag

(Event: Something is. uncovered)
~
(Challenge: There is a price on their head )
(Location: On the ferry across the river of death) -

(Challenge: The magical item screams when touched by the wrong person ) W
(Ending: They warmed-themselves by the blaze) (cricket bat )

:

One!of these
Lines|of
Dialogue

Same as a
coffee plunger

See wikipedia meaning
of plants and flowers

(Challenge: Someone lets go of something at the wrongtime. )

@hallenge: Something is on guard )

(Chailenge: The flowers are alt the same colour ) :./

Event: A story is told

Obiject: A handful of nalls )< Change to colouring pens podsiofiCove
=t

(Challenge: Inside was a dark spin‘t)

(Character: A creature of dream) /
) The Spirit of Cat and Magpie encounter a Smartphone. (Spirit of Smartphones)

(Character: Forgetful God of Love 1 3 X
where previously their domain was populated by creatures and
Character: The Trickster objects/scenes that are loved. They don't know what to make of|it. T T 3
/ They feel threatened and try to dispose of it. Tindr? Tinder? )<
Swipe Left ) = é}

Cat-and-Magpie-are on the ferry across-the river of death and N = z (@
encounter a-smartphone. This!is the first smartphone where Swipe Right ) =

’/‘Ie the owner has believed it to have a|soul. Tap )<

‘ Problem is all the flowers are the same colour. The forgetful goddess é

of love can never remember which flower is supposed-to represent love.
Helpful spirit colours flowers.
Magpie (trickster) steals a huge set of colour pens and|colours the flowers.

V

The goddess of love is confused-or-in-despair-about
flowers. [She thinks there ought to be|a flower to symbolise
love but because they are|all yellow she|can't tell which is which.

L'

(Additional Elements from StorySoup )

;(v\\b

Dreamy to the point of dopey

e O vdc-r The helpful-sprite-of art suggests-golotring-one red to-make-
\ it obvious. Randomly picks a flower saying "l have no idea
what this |s." |Help me out here. Finally select a yellow rose
TP | and colour it/red.
¥
Magpie is-obsernving. Trickster spirit. | Steals the sprite's colouring
ﬂu ens and colours|all the flowers|in incredible colours and variations,

)

Goddess of love sées them and|is confused again. Any
flower can-beuSed to symbolise-all sorts-of nuances: Fhe Sprite of Art J2
Tose has a special place forltrue love. - S
T
(That is why flowers are all colours)
Spirit of Aspirational Goals'

Take a DhOiO/D%e flip-chart with a smartphone?)/ (Magpie is present right from the start of the story)

V—vl-, Seen in periferee
Ger [ ret rf ,,.;:jfne

So we've got one idea - writes "Flower" up on flipicharg
The circles it in 4 different colour.
As an afterthought adds petats and{a stem with-a leaf in-gree
Associated with/flower - Yellow

- Fragrance

Cat resumes cat shape

and|curls up on Ushara's lap,
while she ponders

Magpie is/not an interesting
addition to the story Does not add any value
/ A bit cliché

Alternate:/Do away with/Magpie altogether-Cat aspirational goal- was-to-colour-alt The cat characteris quite capable of
flowers at behest of Goddess to make shades of meaning for language of flowers carrying out the story actions

Gou know r{ljust enjoy bein, around you)
7

7 .y
G:at shows| ‘ffection by buﬁirWead and purring )

with out the need for a foil or
side-kick supporting character

|

mmn e S
2

N

BeLiEve ool TIVE AFFIRMATIONS | WORK.
Dol = A A0
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The Magpie

C/o The Silver Birch on the North Side of the Field

5th October 2019

To the Author

RE: Dropping me from “The Language of Flowers” story

| want to express my outrage at being dropped from the February Writing challenge story, “The Language of
Flowers.” | was quite happy being involved in the story up until the third version when you suddenly decided
to throw me out in favour of keeping the cat and letting that ditsy bimbo, Ushira have all the glory for
changing the colours of all the flowers in the world. That was going to be my role!!!

In your planning sheet, you had the nerve to write all sorts of disparaging comments about me. And then
draw a stupid picture of me as a noisy, obnoxious, over-opinionated character squawking insults at
everybody. | notice you go pretty easy on the Cat. You say | don't add any value to the story. In the initial
versions | had a pivotal role. If anyone fails to pull their weight, it's that cat. He spends most of his time
asleep, and when he is awake he's just making pleasing noises with no substance to them. Just like a cat. A
shape changing cat? | think you just invented this aspect so you could score some cheap points by using
the cat in the story while not actually having any real role for him to play. If you hadn't been suckered in by
the usual cat attraction that seems to muzzy the brains of you humans, | would have had the lead role and
could have done it without needing to change shape.

In your notes you portray me as the “Trickster.” I'm fine with that and this is consistent with the common
character stereotype given to magpies. There is nothing wrong with using clichés as a form of storytelling
short-hand. But then you went and gave the cat the title “the Spirit of Aspirational Goals.” What? Who has
ever heard of a cat being associated with having aspirations? They don't have any. They just lie around all
day, do nothing useful, and spend their awake time sponging off anyone around. Evidently you haven't a
clue about how to work with common cultural stereotypes. This looks like a desperate “shoe-horn” job to me.

At the bottom of your notes you had some comments that rather stung. In particular you suggested | was a
side-kick supporting character? Side-kick for the Cat? You have got to be joking. It would be me doing all the
running around doing stuff while that smarmy little good-for nothing would just sit around “conceptualising”
and gain all the credit.

As you can tell I'm pretty angry about your treatment of me in the creation of your story. | would appreciate it
if you showed a bit more respect for your characters when you write your next story.

Thank you.

The Magpie (The Trickster)

- - a2 P BT PLA - P > - - -
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